ST. CATHERINE’S CHURCH HISTORY
(Taken from the Souvenir of the Pearl Anniversary Booklet)

(Written by: Mrs. George Vargon)

ST. CATHERINE’S R. C. CHURCH was built in the spring of 1910.  A building committee, duly organized, had its first meeting on March 13, 1910, in Rooney’s Hotel, Wireton, at which time plans were formulated for a dance to be held on April 13, to raise cash for the building fund.

Officers elected at this time were V. J. Brucker, president, who in a few weeks was replaced by James Neilan, so that Mr. Brucker might serve to better advantage as recording secretary and treasurer, replacing John Suttelle and his assistant, Frank Suttelle.  The board of directors included John Nahay, Fred Schultheis and Mr. Neilan, and members were J. Baum, Joseph Miller, John Barcaskey and George Suttelle.

During this meeting Nahay and Brucker were appointed to assist Mr. Neilan in house-to-house monthly collections for the church.

A ladies’ auxiliary was formed to assist the men with the first social event, and other succeeding ones, had as its president Mrs. Samuel McCoy, and members, Miss Sarah Neilan, Mrs. J. Baum, Mrs. Barcaskey, Miss Edna Heidler, Mrs. F. Evans, Miss F. Sabota and Miss Ione Suttelle.

Stone for the church was donated by J. Morrow and contractors for the building were Hogsett-Saire’s and Perry Miller, Five Points.

The church was named St. Catherine for Mrs. Catherine Hoeveler, now of Pittsburgh, who donated the altar and filler for the floor.

The first Mass was celebrated on August 15, 1910, by the Church’s first pastor, Rev. Fr. Martin Hughes, now pastor of the Immaculate Conception Church in Washington, Pa.

Up to this time services had been held by Father Hughes in various homes including Rooney’s Hotel in Wireton, (owner was the father of Art Rooney of Pittsburgh, president of the Professional Pirates football team), Eberle home inWireton and the Neilan home in South Heights.  Previous to that, Catholic families traveled on foot to Sewickley, because there were no churches in Ambridge, Aliquippa or Coraopolis.

With $1,100.00 in the bank at the time of the organization of the men’s and women’s groups Father Hughes authorized the women to solicit funds in a house-to-house canvass.  Before all the money was in, however, Mr. Hoeveler donated the lot and the women’s funds were placed on the principal of the church.

Until several years ago when pews were donated by a Hazelwood church through the efforts of Miss Mary Lynch, Confraternity Sunday school teacher, chairs provided seating space in the structure.  Mrs. Neilan, Mrs. Hoeveler and Mrs. McCoy lined the tabernacle and fixed the altar for the first Mass.

Before the church was built, Sunday school classes were conducted by Miss Sarah Neilan in her home in South Heights.

The first Sunday school teacher in the new church was Miss Ione Suttelle now Mrs. Bernard Wright of Aliquippa.  In addition to these duties she served also as the janitress.

When Miss Neilan offered a diamond ring to the one who obtained most in cash donations, Agnes Rooney was awarded the prize and Miss Suttelle was presented with a cross and chain for her efforts which placed her second.

The first Confraternity teacher was Miss Mary Lynch, who became Sister Jose in 1933 at Merrywood College, Scranton.  Then came Miss Anna McCarthy, who served until three years ago, when classes were taken over by Sisters of St. Joseph’s Church, Aliquippa, and Miss Catherine Seng, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John J. Seng of Wireton, who now is Sister Leah, at Merrywood College, Miss Frances Kraus, Miss Margaret Decry and Miss Hazel Miller served for a long time, also as teachers.

In these 32 years, 15 priests have served the church.

The first charter families of the church included the V. J. Bricker, J. Freilan’s family, Samuel McCoy’s, J. Martin’s, Martin Sieffert’s, John Suttelle’s, Frank Baum’s, Daniel Rooney’s, I. T. Hoeveler’s, Peter Beck’s, Edward Suttelle’s, Joseph Miller’s, George Miller, Edward Miller’s, Frank Kotchey’s, Guss Miller’s, John Miller’s, P. J. Deery’s, Michael Galgon’s, A. J. Daly’s John Nahay’s, George Suttelle’s, John Barcaskey’s, Fred Schultheis’, Miss Edna Heidler, Mrs. Mathilda Heidler and John O’Neill’s.  A number of these are deceased, yet, a large percentage of them with their families, are still members of the church or living in communities nearby.

The first baptisms were performed by Father Hughes on April 9, 1911.  Those baptized were Martin John Sieffert, son of Mr. and Mrs. Martin Sieffert; Eugene Leonard Suttelle, son of the late Mr. and Mrs. John Suttelle, and Joseph and Mary Shively.

The first wedding performed was that of Frank Suttelle, now a Sewickley resident, to Miss Margaret Griffin on Nov. 24, 1914.  A few days after the wedding, the second funeral in the church was that of Miss Griffin’s mother Mrs. Griffin Seng.

The first funeral was for Kenneth McCoy, 14 year-old son of the Samuel McCoy’s, who was accidentally killed the day after the church had been dedicated, with his funeral occurring the Thursday following.
Five years ago the church was newly decorated and renovated under the supervision of the pastor Father Altany, who came in charge in February, 1937.  Since then other minor additions and renovations have been made to make our church a fitting place of worship.  The church debt was liquidated on Easter April 5, 1942.  In his few years here, Father Altany and his assistants have accomplished many worthwhile things, and plans for future improvements promises parishioners of St. Catherine’s that their small “mission” church can be classed as one of the most attractive “Lord’s dwellings in its grove-like setting amid its rustic beauty.”
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